
Greetings!  In the fields outside of the little town of Bethlehem, the angels were the 

first to proclaim the good news that the Savior had been born.  The shepherds soon 

left their fields and followed the Star of Bethlehem that led them to the manger where 

the baby Jesus lay sleeping wrapped in swaddling clothes.  Soon after, the Wise men 

from the East arrived and worshipped the newborn King.  We are called to proclaim 

the Savior’s birth and to worship that miraculous baby today.  We are so happy that 

we can share the true meaning of Christmas with all of our students, parents and 

friends during this joyous season! 

At TSCA, we will be celebrating His birth with two Christmas Extravaganzas.  We 

encourage you to attend one or both of them.  The first is scheduled for Thursday 

December 8th (middle and high school) and the second, Friday December 16th (pre-

school and elementary).  In conjunction with our pre-school and elementary program, 

the Senior Class will hold their annual silent auction beginning at 5:00 pm.  This auction always has quality items 

that make wonderful Christmas presents.  In addition, the 8th grade will be serving a delicious dinner for donations 

beginning at 4:30 pm.  

From all of us at TSCA, we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!! 
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  Month of  Service Report 

In November, TSCA students exceeded the goals that we established for our month of service.  In the pre-

school, over 100 pairs of pajamas were donated for the Scholastic program.  In the elementary, 59 boxes were 

prepared for the Operation Christmas project (Samaritan’s Purse) 

In the middle school, blankets and other cold weather clothing 

attire were dropped off at the Paris Foundation.  At the high 

school level, our juniors and seniors each served a dinner for the 

homeless for those living in Marina Park in Elkton.  In addition, 

our high school provided 8 families with a Thanksgiving meal.  We 

are very proud of the efforts made by our student body and the 

parents that supported them in helping the less fortunate during 

this time of year!! 

The yearbook dept. is looking for pictures of Middle School Soccer and Volleyball.   

If you have any to share, please e-mail them to ajames@tristatechristian.org.   

mailto:ajames@tristatechristian.org


CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA!!! 

On Friday, December 16th TSCA will hold our annual Christmas Extravaganza - An exciting evening 

filled with food, shopping and entertainment.  Everyone is invited for night of Family Fun! 

 

Spaghetti Dinner 

Come support the 8th Grade in raising funds for their field trip to New York City. 

This delicious meal will consist of Salad, Spaghetti, Meatballs, Bread, Dessert and Beverage.   

Cash Donations will be accepted and all proceeds will go towards the 8th Grade New York City.   

Sign-up here:  http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4fada628a3fb6-8thgrade1/ 

 

Silent Auction 

The Senior class hosts their annual silent action in the library 4:00-9:00pm.  Be sure to stop by 

and place your bid on some wonderful items including Gift Cards, Home Goods, Tickets and much 

more.  You don't want to miss this opportunity. 

 

Music Program 

The program will be held in the Auditorium and begins at 7pm. Our students in K3-K5 will start off 

the night with their portion of the program, Happy Birthday Jesus.  Then the 1st-5th grade stu-

dents will present SHEEP in Heavenly Peace.  Students should be in their classrooms by 6:45pm 

where they will get into costume and be escorted by their teacher to the stage when it is time.  

Students should wear their “Sunday Best”, unless directed otherwise by Mrs. Gridley.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Mrs. Gridley at dgridley@tristatechristian.org 

ATHLETIC NEWS….. 
 The Athletic Dept. is selling Spirit Shirts for Fans. Some of you may have seen them on our athletes 

already this season. A sample will be at the front office. Shirts are $12.00 each. Please send your 

check in payable to TSCA, marked with your name and size desired.  Mark envelope or check: 

"Basketball Spirit Shirt". 

 Modell's Sporting Goods (across from Christiana Hospital), is offering a 15% off coupon. Plus a per-

centage of sales comes back to our Athletic Dept.  You may print this out or show this coupon via your 

phone to receive the discount. Modell’s Coupon 
 Reminder that we have a Family SEASON PASS for games. $95.00. Buy at the gate or from front of-

fice. 
 Pre-Order your TSCA Stadium Seat for $35.00...contact the Athletic Office for details. 

 
Remember that schedules for this season can be found on the Athletic Website—Schedules 

Come out and cheer on your CRUSADERS! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4fada628a3fb6-8thgrade1/
file:///C:/Users/ascarbro/Dropbox/TSCA Shared Folder/Athletics/MODELLS COUPON 16-17.pdf
http://tristatechristianathletics.com/


   Don’t forget our next PTF meeting on December 12th at 3:30pm in 

TSCA cafeteria! 
 

Tri-State Christian Academy is pleased to announce our 1st Annual Christmas Craft and Vendor Fair, Saturday De-

cember 3rd from 10 AM - 4 PM. The Fair is open to the public!  Come shop with over 50 local vendors, crafters, arti-

sans and businesses. Soups, salads, desserts and other fare will be available.  There will be a door prize raffle and a 50/50 

raffle.  All proceeds benefit the Tri-State Christian Academy Parent Teacher Fellowship.  For more information about 

the fair or to inquire about vendor or crafter opportunities please contact Amy Grabowski at 302-507-6636 or email 

TSCAVendors@gmail.com.  

 

This year Christmas “Shop” will be a Christmas Workshop. Students in grades K3-5th will be making personalized special 

“surprise” gifts for their loved ones.  Cost is $5.00 for each personalized gift. Order forms are available in the lobby. 

 

Thank you to everyone who came out to our November Events!  We were able to raise approximately $1500 

through the Cookie Smorgasbord and Roller Skating events! 

 

PTF News... 
  

   TSCA Gift Program 

Many people look for ways to reduce their tax obligations during the final month of the year.  This year, TSCA is 

accepting end of the year gifts that will go to any project that you would choose including the general fund.   

As a recognized 501(c)3, we have a donation letter that you can keep with your tax filing information.  Any gifts 

must be accepted by December 31st.  All gifts will be very much appreciated. 

TSCA Seventh Grader Wins District Spelling Bee 

On Monday November 14, 2016, TSCA hosted the Association of Christian Schools International District 

Spelling Bee.  Nine schools from the region brought their school’s best spellers.  Our students did an outstanding 

job.  Ashlynn Criddle finished in fourth place in the 6th grade level bee, Madison Jones finished in fourth place 

in the 7th grade level bee and Brandon Ho finished first in the 7th grade level bee. 

All three advanced to the Final Spell-off that decided which of the sixteen spellers would advance to the Region-

als in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  In a very tense competition, Brandon Ho won the championship!  It is the second 

year in a row that a TSCA student has won the District Bee.  Brandon will represent TSCA at the Regional event 

in February.  

TSCA Senior Interviewed by Ivy League College 

Sarah Poludniak, a senior in the Class of 2017, spent her day off from school on Monday November 14th  being 

interviewed by Princeton University, one of the oldest Ivy League colleges.  Sarah has been attending our school 

since 3rd grade.  She hopes to gain a seat in one of the most prestigious and hardest colleges to matriculate in the 

United States. 

She applied for early decision to attend Princeton and received a message that one of their alumni would be con-

tacting her for an interview.  Sarah said that it was a tremendous experience.  The interviewer was impressed by 

her high school transcript and other educational opportunities that she has taken advantage of during her high 

school years.  Sarah will find out if she makes the grade in the middle of this month.  She realizes it is a long shot 

but she knows that her future is in the Lord’s hands.  



COLLEGE CORNER 

NEXT SAT TEST DATE: JANUARY 21; REGISTER BY DEC. 21 

VISIT WWW.COLLEGEBOARD.ORG TO REGISTER 

 

SAT Sign-Up 

With the upcoming Christmas break, we encourage all juniors to register for a spring SAT testing dates.  The Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test is an assessment that most colleges will use in the application and acceptance process.  As was 
discussed in the guidance meeting with all juniors during the summer, preparation is the key to success.  We ask 
that each junior parent ensure that their young person register on the website and begin the assessments to help 
them better prepare for the test.  The website address is www.collegeboard.com.  Please make a note of your 
username and password when you sign-up.  If you have questions, please contact Mr. Wilson. 
 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid for Class of 2017 

Senior parents, please be advised that the 2016 – 17 FAFSA is now open.  If you haven’t filed yet, we encourage 

you to complete the application as soon as possible! This is the beginning of the process that may provide your 

graduating senior funds to attend the college or university of their choosing.  There is no cost in applying.  You 

may use the financial information from your 2015 tax filing to answer the questions on the application.  The soon-

er the application is filed the better chance that you have to receive a grant.  In addition, if you are initially turned 

down for funding, you may always go back and make adjustments throughout the year when you file your 2016 

taxes. The website address is www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Please make a note of your username and password when you file. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Wilson. 

 

Scholarships 

BigSun Scholarship—The BigSun Organization is proud to be able to continue to help young athletes succeed in 
their academic pursuits.  We are offering an annual scholarship to a deserving student.  All student athletes are 
eligible for this award, regardless of which sport they are participating in.  Their participation may be in any ca-
pacity, whether as a player, coach or official.  The successful applicant will be a  high school senior currently in-
volved in some sport at their institution.  Deadline: June 19, 2017; Amount of Award: $500.00; Website : 
http://bigsunathletics.com 

 

State of MD grants and scholarships—To apply for many of the State’s free grants and scholarships, you must 
first complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) by March 1st each year.  You can apply 
online at www.fafsa.gov.  Some scholarships require additional applications which can be found at 
https://mdcaps.mhec.state.md.us. 

 

Scholly— an easy way to find scholarships for high school seniors, current undergraduates, and graduate stu-
dents. Designed to ease the scholarship search process, Scholly’s adaptive matching engine promises to deliver 
smarter, targeted lists of scholarships.  Scholly seeks to fix the current outdated process that requires students to 
fill out long, tiresome forms and then fail to deliver relevant results.  http://myscholly.com/#scholly 

 

 

http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://bigsunathletics.com
https://mdcaps.mhec.state.md.us.
http://myscholly.com/#scholly
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