
PTF August 30th 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 

Welcome:  Mr. Wilson opened in prayer & spoke to the parents/teachers about the school and 

fundraising as well as this year’s Walk Worthy, Colossians 1:10  So that you may live a life 

worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in 

the knowledge of God,  
 

 Greeting: Rebecca Kennedy conducted the remainder of the meeting, after introducing PTF 

committee members Linda Evans, son in 4th grade, and Leslie Clark, a new parent to the school with 

daughters in 4th and 5th grades. 

Welcomed and thanked parents for attending the meeting, asked parents to sign in. Parents will receive 

1.5 service hours for attending Augusts meeting (3:30-5:00). Parents were reminded to write “PTF 

Meeting” next to your name their name when picking up students from aftercare.  By doing this they 

will not be charged for the time their students were in aftercare. Meeting covered several topics not 

only areas PTF is responsible for, but also topics of interest and concern for everyone.  This was in 

direct response to several parents coming to Rebecca with questions and concerns.  Rebecca met with 

Mr. Wilson prior to the meeting and we discuss each topic. Parents are welcome to contact the office 

with any questions or concerns they may have at ascarbro@tristatechristian.org   
 

New Parent Information Packets: 

New Parents have expressed that they feel lost and ill informed at times on certain subjects. In response 

to this the office will be working on a “New Parent Packet”.  If there are specific areas you feel should 

be in the packet please email the office with your requests. Or you can email PTF and we will make 

sure they are addressed in the packet.  This is a work in progress at this time, so please give the office 

time to put this together.   
 

Car Line:  
In the morning, if you are walking students into the building please park in the row of spaces closest 

to the playground and leave the spaces next to the school building open for drop off car lanes. If you 

are just dropping off and not walking your student into the building, there are two drop off lanes, each 

stops at the entrance to the main doors, a staff member is there to direct traffic and monitor the cross 

walk.  Car Lane 1 is closest to the sidewalk. If your students get out of the second car lane, they are to 

walk on the right side of the cars to the crosswalk and wait until told it’s safe to cross the road to the 

door.  They are not to run between the cars in Lane 1, for obvious safety reasons.  

Afternoon pick up:  There are three car lanes, Lane 1 is closest to the sidewalk, Lane 2 is the middle 

lane and kept open for departing cars after students are picked up, Lane 3 is in the row of parking 

spaces closest to the school.  Do not stop at the main doors like in the morning proceed to the end of 

the school building.  This is very important, it allows for more students to be picked up and the lines 

to move faster.  Elementary Teachers will walk the students to your car; do not leave your car 

unattended in car lanes, they will find you even if you are parked at the beginning of the car line.  If 

you need to come into the building in the afternoon, please park in the spaces closest to the playground.  

A staff member will direct traffic entering the car lanes.  It is also very important to pull all the way to 

the end of the building, as a space in front of you becomes vacant please pull forward in car line.  Every 

effort is made to move car line forward as quickly and as safely as possible.  A detail explanation of 

car line will be emailed to everyone. 
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Aftercare: 
While aftercare is not an area PTF is responsible for it did and does come up at PTF meetings, therefore 

PTF wanted to let you know what you can expect this year. We are very happy to say your students 

will have a choice of 4 different organized clubs to participate in. Clubs will be held for 9 weeks this 

fall, Monday through Thursday from 3-4pm, a different club each afternoon.  After the Christmas 

Break the clubs will once again be offered for a 9 week session.  Choices include soccer shots, 

jitterbugs, Bricks 4kidz, and karate.  Each club will have its own fee and age requirements.  All clubs 

will be available for elementary students.  Detailed information will be sent home in Friday folders 

and emails. All questions need to be directed to the TSCA office via email. 

**Parents suggested other possible clubs for aftercare: Chess, “Girls on the Run”  

 

Youth Group: 

Youth Group is held in conjunction with Crossroads Church for grades 6th -12th.  The group is currently 

in a transition mode.  The Church has recently hired a new Youth Pastor; we are hoping to have detailed 

information for you in the near future.  You may want to contact Crossroads Church to express your 

interest and let them know you very much would like to see Youth Group continue this school year. 

** A Parent who attends Crossroads Church said they will be continuing Youth Group but no details 

at this time. 

 

Cafeteria: 

Again this is not an area PTF is responsible for but since parents have made inquiries of PTF 

concerning healthier menu selections Rebecca discussed this with Mr. Wilson.  All meals are ordered 

through RenWeb and need to be paid for when ordered.  It is rare that we have extra meals when 

someone forgets to order lunch in advance.  Please keep this in mind when placing your orders.  As 

for healthier options, there are salads, pastas and grilled options on the various restaurant menus.  

Unfortunately our kitchen is not equipped to produce meals on site, nor do we have the permits 

allowing us to do so.  It would require an extremely expensive complete over haul of our kitchen 

facility.  At this time and in the foreseeable future it just simply is not in the school budget.  If anyone 

knows of a licensed caterer who would be interested in providing lunches at a very reasonable rate we 

would be more than happy to meet with them and discuss the possibilities.  

 

Service Hours: 

Each family is responsible for a $325 Development fee as stated on page 9 of your student handbook 

everyone received. This fee may be cancelled by participating in 15 hours of school service.   Service 

hours can be earned by actually volunteering your time or by making donations when needed items 

are requested.  You will earn 1 service hour for each hour worked or for each item or items donated 

totaling at least $20 in value.  PTF will need lots of volunteers throughout the school year as well as 

items donated.  We will need a copy of the receipt for your donated items with your name and students 

name on it.  If you drop off the items and a PTF member is not there to receive the item with your 

receipt, please put the receipt in an envelope with PTF on it and the event/activity you are donating the 

item for.  PTF wants to make sure everyone receives the proper credit for donated items.    

 

 

PTF Meetings: 



PTF meetings will alternate between 3:30 and 6:30 each month and will be either on a Monday or a 

Tuesday.  We wanted to try to make it easier for everyone to attend at least a few meetings this year.    

 

PTF information will be sent out in 4 ways:  

1. PTF Facebook page: events and activities will be posted along with pictures.  Please like our 

page to be kept informed. 

2. Emails will also be sent out to everyone concerning all events and activities 

3. Flyers will be sent home in Friday Folders for K3-5th grade.    

4. PTF has a link on TSCA’s web page where the minutes from meetings and information are 

posted. 

**Parent asked if there could be a PTF link on RenWeb. PTF will look into this possibility. 

 

Sign Up to Volunteer or Donate: 

Sign-up Genius will be used to register to volunteer to help, as well as sign up to donate items needed 

for events and activities.  You do need an email address to use signup genius.  This method is the 

easiest and most efficient way to handle volunteer sign up and donations, however if for any reason 

you are unable to use the signup genius please email PTF at PTF@tristatechristian.org.  PTF cannot 

function without you volunteering to help, please keep in mind everything we do is to benefit your 

students, our teachers and TSCA. 

 

PTF Contact: 

You can also use this email to ask questions and make suggestions.  We really do want to hear from 

you and need your input and especially your suggestion on new activities for our students and possible 

fund raising options. 

 

PTF Job Description: 

Currently there are 3 of us on the PTF committee full time so to speak, we would love to have at least 

2 more. A job description can be emailed to anyone who may be interested in joining the committee 

full time.  Please send an email to PTF@tristatechristian.org to request one.   

 

Co-Chairs: 

We know it may be hard for you to make a “full time” commitment, as a result we are asking for Co-

Chairs for certain activities and events.  You will receive service hours and work with one of the PTF 

Committee members, who will help you, plan and execute the activity or event.  Request for Co-Chairs 

will be handled through signup genius for each event /activity as needed. 

 

PTF Finance: 

PTF is starting the school year with close to a zero balance due to the playground refurbish.  Your help 

is greatly needed to raise funds to support the many activities and events PTF is responsible for 

organizing. 

 

 

 

PTF is responsible for at least 2-3 activities/events per month: 
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Each topic was explained and discussed: 

o Monthly Spirit Night fundraisers 

o Social events (ice skating, roller skating, trampoline park, etc..) 

o Christmas Shop for elementary students 

o Polar Express (December) 

o Cookie Walk 

o Middle School Dance 

o Grandparent’s Day 

o Fun Day 

o Teacher Appreciation Week 

o Admin Professionals Day 

o Laramie McDaniels Scholarship Fund 

o Crusader Walk a thon (water stations) 

o Playground Maintenance  

o Box Tops for Education and Coke Caps 

o Teachers workroom coffee/tea  

o Any other duties as assigned by Mr. Wilson 

 

Teachers: 

PTF would like to keep the teachers supplied with coffee, tea and creamer for the teacher’s workroom 

this year.  To do this we will need your help.  A sign up for donations will be sent out as needed.  The 

teachers here at TSCA spend their own money on supplies for their classrooms and while we would 

love to help with that it just simply isn’t possible with our limited PTF funds.  Providing coffee and 

tea is a small way to show them we appreciate them and everything they do for our students. 

 

Playground: 

As most of you know the playground was in need of total refurbish.  The playground had a drainage 

problem.  After consulting with expert landscapers it was determined that a “French drain” was 

required on two sides and about 6-7 inches of old decaying mulch needed to be removed. We also 

removed an old piece of equipment.  After the new drainage system was installed, landscape fabric 

was put down and 6-7 inches of new “playground quality” mulch was spread.  The existing equipment 

needed sanded and painted, and new swings.  So far we have been able to refurbish the swing set but 

we still need to do the 3 remaining pieces of equipment.  As soon as a date is selected for this project 

a signup genius will be sent out.  This past Saturday it took 11 hours just to do the swing set.  Part of 

the reason was we did not have enough help; unfortunately that has been the problem with both clean 

up days.   I pray that the next date selected will provide all the help we need to do all three remaining 

pieces in one day.  The students are thrilled with what we have done so far.  I’m also praying we 

receive the needed fund to acquire new playground equipment. So far over $7,000 has been sent on 

refurbishing the playground. 

**Parent suggested checking with Home Depot to see if they have volunteers to come out and help 

refurbish playground. 

 

Box Tops for Education:  



Three times a year we collect box tops for education and coke caps.  You can turn them in any time 

during the year but we have 3 deadlines.  Please cut and bag the box tops into ziplock baggies of 25 or 

50 counts.  Do not tape them to sheets of paper, if you have less than 25 please put the number on the 

outside of the baggie with a sharpie pen.  This will be a huge help when we have to count and sort 

them.  We will be asking for volunteers to help count the box tops we receive for each deadline. 
 

Important Dates: 

We have a few dates set for events and activities and are working on several more. 
 

September: 

9th Back to School Bash: PTF will have a “booth” set up please stop by and see us! 

19th Spirit Night= Chick-fil-A 5:30 to 7:30pm at the Elkton location 1100 E. Pulaski Hwy 

23rd  Box Tops for Education are due 

26th PTF Meeting at 6:30 in room 99 
 

October: 

18th PTF Meeting at 3:30 in room 99 

24th  Spirit Night= Baker’s Restaurant 4:30-7:30pm 1075 Augustine Herman Hwy, Elkton 
 

November: 

5th Concert to raise funds for new playground equipment 

15th PTF Meeting at 6:30 in room 99 

18th Cookie Walk (detailed information will be emailed and posted on PTF Facebook page) 
 

December: 

5th-9th Christmas Shop (detailed information will be emailed and posted on PTF Facebook page) 

12th  PTF Meeting at 3:30 in room 99 
 

Upcoming Events/Activities: 

We are in the process of confirming dates for: 

Roller Skating at Christiana Roller Rink (2 dates fall and late winter) 

Ice Skating/Ice Hockey Game at U of D (January) 

 SkyZone (jump tickets purchased can be used at anytime, sale would be in time for christmas) 

 Launch Park (will be a set date) 

 Middle School Dance 

**Parents commented on last year’s activities and are looking forward to this year and adding more! 

  

Concert: 

We are in the process of trying to organize a Concert with local talent to raise funds for new playground 

equipment.   Last year we raise funds to purchase new microscopes and equipment for the science lab.  

This year our big goal in addition to all the other things PTF does is to acquire much needed new 

playground equipment.  If you are interested in making a monetary donation specifically for this fund 

please see me and we can make it happen and give you a receipt for your taxes. Details will be forth 

coming via email, facebook, and Friday folders. 

 

Suggestions: 



We have had a few suggested fundraising events and I would like to see what you think 

1. Wolfgang Candy Sale in time for Easter  

**Parents were receptive to the idea, especially since it would be in time for Easter. 

2. A spirit night/day at the Car Wash in Elkton, they would donate a specific dollar amount for 

each paid car wash for a specific date and time period. 

**Parents suggested having a carwash here at the school instead.  Mr. Wilson said it was a possibility. 

3. A Blue jeans and Diamond Dinner Dance with an Auction of donated items and items made by 

our students. 

**Parents liked the concept; PTF will explore the idea further. It would be held in the spring. 

 

Does anyone have any suggestions for possible fund raising events or social outings? 

**Parents Suggested: Yard Sale (but one of the high school classes is already doing that); A car in the 

demolition derby we would sell advertising on; and going to the Farm Museum or Milburn’s for a 

bonfire hay wagon ride. 

 

**Parents Other Issue/Concern: 

A Parent expressed a concern over school security; they would like to see a double door entry system. 

A buffer set of door before you could get into the school building and bullet proof glass on windows, 

especially the office. 

 

 

Rebecca Thanked Everyone for attending the meeting! 

Please contact us at anytime, we are here to make things better for our students and hopefully help the 

teachers and staff as much as we can. To do this we need your help, please keep this in mind when a 

request is made throughout the school year for either help or donations.  Again thank you for coming, 

hope to see you next month at our next PTF meeting on Monday, September 26th at 6:30 

 

   

Rebecca Closed With Scripture and Prayer: 

 1 Peter 4:10 (NIV) 
10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various forms.  

 


